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A Sizable and Growing Opportunity
Capital investment, deregulation, consolidation and 
outsourcing of global water assets and services are 
advancing at an unprecedented pace. 

Last half century was hottest  
 in the past 1,300 years

Shrinking icecaps are raising salt water levels
Worldwide heat waves, storms and droughts 

 are now the norm

•

•
•

China:   
Water shortages in more 
than 400 cities, dragging 
overall growth. 

Pacific Island Nations:   
May become uninhabitable as 
ocean water contaminates fresh 
water supplies.

India:   
Water demand will 
exceed supply by 2020 
without action.

Australia:   
Facing the worst drought  
conditions in a century.

Sudan:   
Contaminated  
water is the only  
option available.

U.S.:   
In many cities, poor  
infrastructure results in 
50% water loss en route 
to consumers.

U.K.:   
Leaky pipes abound.  
The estimated time to 
rebuild infrastructure is 
currently 200 years.

Canada:   
Major health scares in Walkerton, 
Ontario and British Columbia 
demonstrate clean water is a 
global concern.

$1 trillion and growing.* That’s the amount of expenditure required right now to  
deliver the world’s most precious resource to developed and emerging markets. The world  
is rapidly realizing the true value of water as a result of four undeniable trends: 

1. Supply/Demand Imbalance  3. World’s Largest Health Concern
2. Infrastructure Spend: Build and Replace  4. Changing Climate

4%

World’s Largest 
Health Concern 

90% of the world’s cities still dump 
 sewage into natural waterways

Over 10 million children die each year 
 from drinking dirty water

•

•

Infrastructure 
Spend: Build  
and Replace

1/5 of U.S. wastewater treatment 
 facilities do not comply 
 with regulations

Basic world-wide services alone 
 require  $60-80 billion p.a. 

•

•

Source: Pictet, January 2007

 - FOR ADVISOR USE ONLY -

Little or no water scarcity

Physical water scarcity

Approaching physical water scarcity

Economic water scarcity

Not estimated

Less than 1% of total water   
 sources are potable

Water shortages in more 
 than 80 countries

Global supply of freshwater  
 unevenly distributed

•

•

•

Water Scarcity. 
A Global Problem.

Source: International Water  
Management Institute (IWMI)

Supply/Demand Imbalance

By 2020 an additional 2 billion 
 people will compete for clean water

Global water demand doubling 
 every 20 years – twice the rate of 
 population growth

•

•

Changing  
Climate

Last half century was 
 hottest in the past 1,300 years

Shrinking icecaps are raising salt 
 water levels 

•

•

*Source: Pictet, World Water Fund, World Water Council
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The First and Only Water Infrastructure Fund in Canada

The case for 

Criterion Water Infrastructure Fund

Commissions, trailing commissions, management fees and expenses all may be 
associated with mutual fund investments. Please read the prospectuses of our Funds 
before investing. Mutual funds are not guaranteed, their values change frequently and
past performance may not be repeated.

For more information, contact your investment advisor or visit www.vengrowth.com

An Affiliate of VenGrowth Asset Management Inc.

Why Invest in Water?
Enhance Global Portfolio Diversification

Criterion Water Infrastructure Fund 
 provides direct exposure to the 
 most important driver to the 
 global economy

Investing in the global water market 
 can reduce portfolio risk

Provide Growth and Income

Global water industry is a large and 
 diversified market comprised of 
 many growing companies  
 ($1.7 trillion market cap)

Stable baseline businesses — 
 making water investing ideal for 
 delivering yield

•

•

•

•

Why Invest in the Fund?

Proven Market Leader

Over $4 billion in water assets

Pictet Water Fund — oldest and largest 
water fund in the world

A team of five water 
investment professionals

•

•

•

Experienced Investment Manager

Over 200 years of investment experience 
(established 1805)

Approximately $120 billion in assets 
under management

128 investment professionals worldwide

•

•

•

Pictet Asset Management

Features:

Globally diversified investment theme not 
 widely available in Canada

Global equity fund designed to outperform 
 the MSCI World Index over a market cycle 
 by investing in companies involved in the 
 water industry

Target yield of 5% p.a.

•

•

•

Criterion Water Infrastructure Fund


